AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 21, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 13, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 4, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 508

Introduced by Assembly Member Cristina Garcia
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Burke)

February 23, 2015

An act to add Section 123237 to the Health and Safety Code, relating
to public health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 508, asamended, CristinaGarcia. Public health: maternal health.

Existing law establishes the State Department of Public Health and
sets forth its powers and duties, as specified. Existing law requires the
department to maintain a program of maternal, child, and adolescent
health.

Thishill would requr rethe department t(}prepare prepare and submlt

repert Callfornla |ncI udlng an—m—depth analysrsof maternal deaths and
severe maternal morbidity. The
bill would also reqU| re the department |n order to devel op—the—mest

eeHeet—Heemry—elata—aﬁd—eemptete—the—repertf reports in a

resource-efficient manner, to consider existing resources, including,
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AB 508 —2—

among others, opportunities for partnerships with other entities and
use of physician volunteers.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 123237 isadded to the Health and Safety
Code, to read:

123237. (a) Notwithstanding Section 102315 of the
Government Code, the State Department of Public Health, as part
of its work to advance and improve California maternity care
through data-driven quality improvement, shall prepare and submit
to the Legidature an annual report on maternal mortality and

morbidity in CaliforniaFhedepartment-also-shall-pest-each-annual
repert—eﬁ—rts—l-ﬂterﬁet—Web—erte The report shall incl ude but not
be limited to,-a

eempheatreﬁs—related—te—eregﬁaﬁey—whfeh—melﬂel% aII of the
following:

3 . I hies

2—Ynderlying-eadses:

(1) An analysis of maternal deaths that includes both of the
following:

(A) Casereview of each death.

(B) Analysisof patient demographics, contributing factors, and
underlying causes.

(2) An analysis of all cases of severe maternal morbidity, as
defined by the federal Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention,
for which data collection is practicable, including analysis of
patient demographics and underlying causes.

4)

(3) Suggestions for improvements in—eare: care to reduce
maternal death and severe maternal morbidity.

(b) In order to develop-theest accurate+eperts; reportsin a
resourceefﬁu ent manne, the department shalleuppert—ef#ert&ef

consder exrstl ng resources, |ncI ud| ng,
but not limited to, all of the fol lowi ng:
(1) Existing data sources available to the department.
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(2) Opportunities for partnerships with entities engaged in
maternal care quality measurement or improvement.

(3) Use of physician volunteers or committees.

() A report submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be
submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code.
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